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Putting the district’s vision into action, students at Williams Early Childhood 
Center learned about how they were the same and how they were different. The 
Waynesville R-VI School District’s vision is to “Excel as a student-centered 
community of learners that embraces diversity and innovation.” The district’s 
first Love of Reading Day for the 2017-18 School Year is today, Friday, Sept. 
22. Students will focus on one of the district’s collective commitments, which 
is to “respect, understand and appreciate diversity.” Photo by Williams Early 
Childhood staff. 

Homecoming 2017 “Celebrating 
Our Stripes” will be held Friday, 
Sept. 29. 

The theme focuses on celebrating 
our Tiger Pride as well as the pride 
we hold for being a military based 
school.  The district will celebrate 
its tiger stripes and America’s 
stripes.

The schedule for Friday, Sept. 29, 
is as follows: 

• Friday, Sept. 29, will be a half 
day of school. Students in grades 
6-12 will be dismissed at noon; 
grades K-5 will be dismissed at 1 
p.m.  

• 2:30 p.m. – the Homecoming 
Parade will start in downtown 
Waynesville and march to the 
Slaughter Field area at Waynesville 
Middle School. 

• 4:30 p.m. – The Waynesville-St. 
Robert Chamber of Commerce will 
also host the annual Community 
Pride Night.

• 6:30 p.m. – Homecoming 
Queen Coronation 

• 7 p.m. – Homecoming Football 
Game, Tigers vs. Camdenton 
Lakers

District to 
celebrate its 
stripes Friday

Exterior walls 
are starting 
to go up on 
Waynesville 
Middle 
School’s 
Academic 
Wing.



Our District Vision: 
“Excel as a student-centered community of 
learners that embraces diversity and innovation.”

During their art classes, Thayer Elementary students collectively created this 
artwork.

East students explored many 
cultures, both present and ancient. 
These students studied the Aztec 
culture and made masks.  

Today’s Love of Reading focused 
on diversity. This East student 
learns about Guam.

Left, Dina Burkett, 
who leads Our Hula 
Ohana, and Kailynn 
Cruz perform a hula 
dance during lunch 
at East Elementary 
on Friday. At right, 
Angela Hensley’s 
students showcased 
Cherokee culture 
and traditions during 
the Love of Reading 
Day. 



Students at Freedom Elementary participated in many different activities for “Love of 
Reading Day.” During Library and Counselor specials this week, classes listened to the 
book, “Same, Same, Different” by Jenny Sue Kostechi-Shaw, and learned about different 
schools across the globe.  They learned about how even though we are different, we are 
actually the same.  Each student designed a puzzle piece that represented themselves.  
Classes participated in a cultural parade on Friday morning. Classes decorated flags that 
represented states, countries, and themselves to carry during the parade.  International 
students from Missouri S&T presented to 4th and 5th grade classes about Saudi Arabia, 
Vietnam and the Celebration of Nations. Photos by Freedom staff. 

Freedom Love of Reading Day



At East Elementary, international 
students studying at Fort 
Leonard Wood presented 
information on their countries. 
They talked about the food, the 
spices, clothing and traditions. 
Pictured with the international 
students are East Elementary 
Leaders Renee Hays, Susan 
Shultz and Tammy Headrick. 

At right, 
International 
students 
from 
Missouri 
S&T 
presented 
to 4th and 
5th grade 
classes at 
Freedom 
Elementary 
about Saudi 
Arabia, 
Vietnam, 
and the 
Celebration 
of Nations. 

Madelyn Dye, an eighth grader at Waynesville Middle 
School, has been named the Waynesville Middle School Rotary 
Student of the Month and was honored Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2017, 
at the monthly Rotary Club Meeting.

Dye, the daughter of Tony and Arthena Dye, is an 
outstanding student at WMDS.  As a 7th grader, Dye was on the 
A Honor Roll all year and had perfect attendance.  She not only 
excels academically, but also excels outside of the classroom.  
Dye is a member of the volleyball team and will also participate 
in track this school year and a traveling volleyball team.  She 
is an office aide at WMDS, where she is always willing to 
lend a helping hand. Dye’s career goals are to be a teacher, 
administrator and a superintendent of a school district.  She 
would also like to coach volleyball or gymnastics. 

Symone Smith, a senior, was named the Waynesville 
High School Student of the Month by the Rotary Club of 
Pulaski County for September. Each month students are 
nominated for the Student of the Month, based on the word 
of the month, which was respect for September. Smith 
was recommended for the award by Matt Johnson, a world 
history teacher. She is an A+ tutor for his class and has 
taken his class. She is the daughter of Shauntel Smith and 
Jason Smith.

Dye named WMDS Student of Month



King Solomon Lodge #15 and Bathsheba Chapter 
#14 donated a “mountain” of school supplies 
for Waynesville R-VI School District students 
on Thursday, Sept. 21. The supplies, including 
backpacks, paper, notebooks, folders, crayons, 
markers, rulers, etc. were presented to Dr. Brian 
Henry, superintendent. The supplies will be delivered 
to each of the schools to help students who need 
them. Pictured are Herbert Green, LaTanya Simmons, 
Dr. Brian Henry, James Simmons, Steve Guillory and 
Derick Roberts. 

On Sept. 18, the Waynesville High School softball players 
spent time reading and interacting with the students at 
Williams Early Childhood Center. Students at the WECC 
were working hard on their apple unit and the softball 
players found themselves right in thick of the theme by 
assisting the students with reading, painting, dramatic play, 
creating books and enjoying a little recess time. Molinda 
Mitchell, the WECC principal, and the WECC staff were 
beyond excited for this collaboration and even asked the 
girls to return.

During the Waynesville R-VI Board of Education meeting 
the Waynesville Community Teacher’s Association 
recognized Gena Brown (top) and Mike Ogden (above) from 
Freedom Elementary as the September CTA Spotlight on 
Education recipients.

School supplies 
donated


